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About us
Sow the City is a Manchester-based 
social enterprise, established in 2009. 

Established with a few packets of 
seeds and some compost, we’re now a 
team of 9…

We are on a mission to create greener 
cities and connect people with nature.

Kieron, Hafsa plus wider team.
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Background
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Aim
The aim of the ‘Green and Blue Spaces Action 
Network’ is to provide a network of groups and 
organisations that are interested in green and 
blue spaces across GM, with area based and 
thematic areas of focus such as health, food and 
urban greening.

The network will share best practice, identify 
common goals and develop new projects and 
action for how to create new / improve existing 
green and blue spaces and connect people with 
them.

The network will harness the huge grassroots 
energy for improving the natural environment.
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GM Strategy Key Goals & Actions

● Economy: Boost productivity, attract investment, 

support business growth (especially in key sectors like 

AI, green tech), and improve skills through initiatives like 

the Greater Manchester Baccalaureate (GM 

Baccalaureate).

● Health & Wellbeing: Provide community-based support 

(Live Well hubs) to tackle issues like debt, housing, and 

health proactively, reducing inequalities.

● Environment: Achieve net-zero carbon by 2038 through 

green growth, sustainable design, and climate resilience.

● Infrastructure: Develop an integrated, accessible, green 

public transport system and digital infrastructure.

5 ways to wellbeing
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244 participants 
signed up to 
the network

260 attendees 
over 3 events

The network so far…

Approx. 50:50 
split between 

community 
organisations & 

professionals
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Launch Event
March 2025
80 Participants

The event focused on 
understanding participant 
expectations,
contributions, and desired 
operational structures, leading to 
the identification of several key 
themes and emerging questions 
to set the topics for future events.
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Summer Event
July 2025
63 Participants

Following the launch event, we found that 
the most sought after topic was around Land 
Ownership.
For the summer event we centred our event 
around this theme facilitated a space where 
participants could share their wins, their 
struggles and collaboratively create solutions 
to any barriers they may face when it comes 
to land ownership for their community 
spaces.



sowthecity.org

Autumn Event
November 2025
117 Participants

With the news of Andy 
Burnham attending the 
autumn event it felt apt to 
centre the network meeting 
around the connection 
between green & blue spaces 
with health & wellbeing tying 
it into the GM Live Well 
movement.





Future Plans

● Keeping the momentum of the network going with quarterly in-person events
● Organically growing a digital platform for network members to connect with 

each other in between events
● To engage with more people in the less-represented boroughs (Wigan, 

Tameside, Rochdale & Bolton)
● Secure more funding
● Continued collaboration of current network partners 



● Attendance at events
● Promote the network with your contacts
● LAs in low attendance boroughs to engage local groups more
● Agenda items & talks/presentations (localised)
● Funding
○ Venue (use of local venues) & refreshment costs
○ Project management
○ Overall network or individual events

How can you help?
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Thank you

kieron@sowthecity.org

Kieron McGlasson

mailto:kieron@sowthecity.org
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