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About us

Sow the City is a Manchester-based
social enterprise, established in 2009.

Established with a few packets of
seeds and some compost, we're now a
team of 9...

We are on a mission to create greener
cities and connect people with nature.

Kieron, Hafsa plus wider team.

sowthecity.org EEH SOW .I.he Cill.y



GREATER
MANCHESTER

New green space where
it's needed most

Not everyone has equal access to
guality green space - got an idea for a
community project that could help?

Q) (7

Apply for Green Spaces Fund support at:
gmenvfund.org/green-spaces-fund
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Group quote

With Newton Heath being one of Manchester’s most deprived areas,
Nature Neighbourhoods has given us the opportunity to create
something wonderful. A chance to try and change people’s mindsets on
sustainable living and bringing nature back into our ward. We want to
create a community garden space that is accessible, inclusive and eco-
friendly. A place for others like ourselves to feel comfortable and safe in an
area that lacks security. We have been networking amongst other
community gardens in the whole of Manchester who are willing to offer
their expertise and advice when we get things set up. We are excited to
see what the future holds and it’s a huge thanks to this project.

Kelly Robinson, founder of Easy Come Easy Grow



Business Network
GM HAN Manifesto Delivery Group

¢ Training (public speaking and Carbon
HtEratf}

s Elevate Network - topics/ themes,
Business a force for good (sustainability,
innavation andg {.nmmunitf::l

* Running MNorthern Sustainability Summit

e Cross Sector

o GM Metwork Connect - Link to
Prugrﬂ.rﬂme Board

o Focus on Mayoral Manifesto
Commitments - how they connect

Purpose - Network to share and learn
Systems change focus

Task Groups - learning, support, delivery
Governance - Co-ordination Groups, Task
Graupﬂ. Pragrﬂmme Board. Link to Lamllty
Partnerships.

o July meeting focus on Women's Homelessness

o Opportunities for influencing change /

M FSAN

Food Security Action MNetwork
Task Forces - Holiday Hunger+F5M,
Increase Healthy Start Uptake, Financial
Inclusion, Food Sustainability
Co-Chairs cross sector

Quarterly meetings - 7O+ attend
lan Rutherford Chair

Mo paid role - PSR Team support

VCFSE

GM * Greater Manchester VUSE Leadership
Group and the VC5E GM Accord

€ —_—
NETWORKS e GM VCSE Manifesto 2024-28 - the

ors voite in devolution
CONNECT . ?:E;:n;st |n:: anrilggli'.:-.ing, pop health,

/ \ data and inteligence, mental health.

Live Well

qualities Panels

GM Movin
9 s Movement hqilding - coalition of

A movement for moving the willing,
Enable active lives for all o Community Powered Wellbeing

Mo active delivery - local level » Events Feb, May, October, Feb
delivery » How do people identify there role

Where do we get more ‘pointy’ - in Live Well?

be in more spaces? eii SOW .I.he Cﬂ'y

» B Parels with Lived Experience
dif ferent themes

» 20 people on each panel - giy
ane mechanism for engagemsg

o Protected characteristics

o All volunteer members

sowthecity.org
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The aim of the ‘Green and Blue Spaces Action
Network’ is to provide a network of groups and
organisations that are interested in green and
blue spaces across GM, with area based and

thematic areas of focus such as health, food and
urban greening.

The network will share best practice, identify
common goals and develop new projects and
action for how to create new /improve existing
gl't;een and blue spaces and connect people with
them.

The network will harness the huge grassroots
energy for improving the natural environment.

sowthecity.org ei: SOW lI.he Cillly



5 ways to wellbeing

GM Strategy Key Goals & Actions

e Economy: Boost productivity, attract investment,

support business growth (especially in key sectors like

Al, green tech), and improve skills through initiatives like

TALK & LISTEN, DO WHAT YOU CAN. REMEMBER EMBRACE NEW Your time
BE THERE ENJOY WHAT YOU DO,  THE SIMPLE SZ¢ OPPORTUN ,
FEELCONNECTED ~ MOVE YOUR MooD THINGSTHAT  SURPRISE TOURSELF  Your e B the Greater Manchester Baccalaureate (GM

Baccalaureate).

e Health & Wellbeing: Provide community-based support
(Live Well hubs) to tackle issues like debt, housing, and
health proactively, reducing inequalities.

e Environment: Achieve net-zero carbon by 2038 through
green growth, sustainable design, and climate resilience.

e Infrastructure: Develop an integrated, accessible, green

public transport system and digital infrastructure.

sowthecity.org

o83 sowthe city



12 LIVE WELL

)4 Y DOING THINGS DIFFERENTLY WITH
P & GREATER MANCHESTER'S COMMUNITIES - —_—
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sowthecity.org Source: Dahigren and Whitehead, 1991 EE: sow the Cﬂy



GM Green & Blue Spaces Action Network

I I I ‘ b n ‘ E I W O r k S O I a r EEE The aim of GM GBSAN is to provide a network of organisations that are interested in green

and blue spaces across Greater Manchester, with area based and thematic areas of focus
such as health, food and urban greening. Launched in March 2025, we hope to
continuously run quarterly events to keep the momentum of the network going.

This is a network to be shaped by everyone who has joined however it is currently
organised and facilitated by Sow the City with funding received from the Wates
Foundation.

Fill in the form below if you wish to be added to the mailing list to hear about upcoming
events. Should you wish to leave the mailing list at any point you can email

hafsa@sowthecity.org to have your details removed from the list.

over 3 events

Approx, 50:50 First Name *
split between Vour ansver
community

244 participants  orsanisationsa ] W o

professionals '?‘

signed up to
the network - Ao

Greater Manchester Green & Blue Spaces Action
Network (GM GBSAN)

iti Public group

Earn an Active Group badge

sowthecity.org

o83 sowthe city



Launch Event

March 2025
80 Participants

The event focused on
understanding participant
expectations,

contributions, and desired
operational structures, leading to
the identification of several key
themes and emerging questions
to set the topics for future events.

sovehectiy oxe 82 sowthe city



GM Nature Activity Map

AR v ‘ Forest of
- Blackburn Rossendale
with Darwen .

+ |

July 2025
63 Participants

Following the launch event, we found that
the most sought after topic was around Land
Ownership.

For the summer event we centred our event
around this theme facilitated a space where
participants could share their wins, their
struggles and collaboratively create solutions
to any barriers they may face when it comes
to land ownership for their community
spaces.

sowthecity.org



Autumn Event

November 2025
117 Participants

=(‘¥3 DOING THINGS DIFFERENTLY WITH

GREATER MANCHESTER'S COMMUNITIES

;;;
ER

With the news of Andy _
Burnham attending the | = e
autumn event it felt apt to - =8
centre the network meeting B
around the connection

between green & blue spaces
with health & wellbeing tying
it into the GM Live Well ENPL S Y
movement. BN s

sowthecity.org

o83 sowthe city
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Future Plans

e Keeping the momentum of the network going with quarterly in-person events
e Organically growing a digital platform for network members to connect with

each other in between events
® To engage with more people in the less-represented boroughs (Wigan,

Tameside, Rochdale & Bolton)

® Secure more funding
e Continued collaboration of current network partners

% Natlonal TrUSt Nature Towns

and Cities

Wates Family

ENTERPRISE TRUST
THE SIGRID RAUSING TRUST 5, S gy



How can you help?

e Attendance at events
® Promote the network with your contacts
® LAs in low attendance boroughs to engage local groups more
e Agenda items & talks/presentations (localised)
® Funding
O Venue (use of local venues) & refreshment costs
O Project management
O Overall network or individual events



kKieron@sowthecity.or

e¥2 sow the city

info@sowthecity.org
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